REMUSAT-----RENAIX.

in 1879-80, are particularly valuable for the
light which they throw on the court of tne
first empire.

Benmsat (ra-mu-za), JEAN PIEEEE ABEL,
French orientalist, born in 178 8. He studied
medicine, but devoted himself principally to
the study of Eastern languages, especially
Chinese. In 1811 appeared his Essai sur la
Langue et la Litt&ature Chinoises, which
attracted the attention of the learned. In
1814 he was appointed professor of Chinese
and Manchuat the College de France, a chair
established specially for him. He died in
1832.

Renais'saace, a term applied, in its more
specific sense, to a particular movement in
architecture and its kindred arts, but in a

ages when the European races began to
emerge from the bonds of ecclesiastical and
feudal institutions, to form distinct national-
ities and languages; and when mediaeval
ideas became largely influenced by the an-
cient classic arts and literature. It was a
gradual transition from the middle ages to
the modern, characterized by a revolution
In the world of art and literature brought
about by a revival and application of antique
classic learning. The period was also marked
by a spirit of exploration of lands beyond the
sea, by the extinction of the scholastic philo-
sophy, by the new ideas on astronomy pro-
mulgated by Copernicus, and by the inven-
tion of printing and gunpowder, &c.

Renaissance Architecture, a style which
originated in Italy in the first half of the
15th century, and afterwards spread over
Europe. Its main characteristic is a return
to the classical forms and modes of orna-
mentation which had been displaced by the
Byzantine, the Romanesque, and the Gothic.
The FlorentineBrunelleschi (died 1446) may
be said to have originated the style, having
previously prepared himself by a careful
study of the remains of the monuments of
ancient Rome. His buildings are distin-
guished "by the use of the three classical
orders, with much of the classical severity
and grandeur, but in design they are made
conformable to the wants of his own age.
He sometimes retains, however, elements
derived from the style which he superseded;
as for instance in his masterpiece, the cathe-
dral of Florence, where he makes a skilful
use of the pointed Gothic vault. From
Florence the style was introduced into Rome,
where the noble and simple works of Bra-
mante (died 1514) are among the finest ex-
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amples of it, the chief of these being the
palace of the Chancellery, the foundations
of St. Peter's, part of the Yatican, the
small church of San Petro in Montorio. It
reached its highest pitch of grandeur in the
dome of St. Peter's, the work of Michael
Angelo (died 1564), after whom it declined.
Another Renaissance school arose in Venice,
where the majority of the buildings of the
16th and 17th centuries are distinguished
by the prominence given to external decora-
tion by means of pillars and pilasters. From
this school sprung Palladio (1518-80), after
whom the distinctive style of architecture
which he followed received the name of Pal-
ladian. The Renaissance architecture was
introduced into France by Lombardic and
Florentine architects about the end of the
16th century, and flourished there during
the greater part of the following century,
but especially in the first half under Louis
XII. and Francis I. The early French
architects of this period, while adopting the
ancient classical orders and other features
of the new style, still retained many of the
features of the architecture of the preceding
ages; later on they followed classical types
more closely, as in the palace of the Louvre.
As applied to ecclesiastical edifices, the Re-
naissance style of architecture is charged in
France as elsewhere with depriving them of
religious character. Towards the end of the
16th century the Renaissance style degene-
rated in France as it had done in Italy, and
after passing through the degenerate phase
known as the Baroque style, it gave rise to
the insipid and over-decorated productions
of the so-called Rococo style. Into England
the Renaissance style was introduced during
the time of Elizabeth, and it is there Tepre-
sented by the works of Inigo Jones (1572-
1652), Sir C. Wren (1632-1723), and their
contemporaries, St. Paul's, London, being
a grand example of the latter architect. A
great many of the princely residences of
Germany belong to the Renaissance style,
but not to its best period. Renaissance

ties of style. It has been much used in
modern work. The prevailing style em-
ployed in the rebuilding of Paris is Renais-
sance.
Renaix (re-na; Flemish, Rome), a town
in Belgium, province of East Flanders, 24
miles south of Ghent; has manufactures of
thread, lace, linen and woollen cloth, tobacco,
&c. Renaix dates from the 8th century.
Pop. 16,003.